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R E M E M B E R I N G  I M M A N U E L  K A N T  O N
H I S  3 0 0 T H  B I R T H  A N N I V E R S A R Y

Pres i dency  Un ive r s i t y  c ommemora t ed  Immanue l  Kan t ' s  300 th  b i r th  ann ive r sa ry  w i th
a  spec i a l  l e c tu r e  by  r enowned  ph i l o sopher  Pro f .  Ar indam Chakrabar t i  on  Oc tobe r
4 th ,  2024  a t  t h e  PC  Maha lanob i s  Aud i t o r i um .  The  l e c tu r e  o f f e r ed  a  nuanced  c r i t i que
o f  Humayun  Kab i r ' s  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  Kan t ' s  f i r s t  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  t he  Cr i t i que  o f
Judgemen t .  The  s e s s i on  was  p r e s i d ed  ove r  by  Pro f .  N i rma lya  Narayan  Chakrabor ty ,
V i c e  Chance l l o r  o f  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y .  Pr i o r  t o  t he  l e c tu r e ,  Dr .  Upa l  Chakrabar t i
p r e s en t ed  a  c onc i s e  h i s t o ry  o f  how  Kan t ' s  works  were  r e c e i v ed  and  wr i t t en  abou t  a t
Pre s i d ency  Co l l ege .  Pro f .  Ar indam Chakrabar t i ' s  l e c tu r e  d e l v ed  i n t o  Humayun
Kab i r ' s  i n t r oduc t i on ,  Kan t ' s  c oncep t  o f  r e f l e c t i v e  j udgmen t ,  and  t e l e o l og i ca l
j udgmen t .  He  a l s o  e l u c i da t ed  the  n ine  d i s t i n c t i on s  t ha t  unde rp in  Kan t ' s
ph i l o soph i ca l  s y s t em .  Conc lud ing  h i s  l e c tu r e ,  Pro f .  Chakrabar t i  e xp l o r ed  the  no t i on
o f  hope  a s  a  mora l  c e r t a i n ty  i n  Kan t ' s  ph i l o sophy .  In  a  t hough t -p rovok ing
conc lu s i on ,  Pro f .  Chakrabar t i  po s ed  a  p ro f ound  que s t i on :  "What  hope  can  we  have
f o r  t he  human  spec i e s ? "  To  addre s s  t h i s ,  h e  d r ew  upon  Kan t i an  f o rmu la t i on s ,
t ouch ing  upon  the  i d ea  o f  f r e edom,  Kan t ' s  an th ropo l ogy ,  and  the  c oncep t  o f
In t e rna t i ona l  R igh t s .



B L O O D  D O N A T I O N  C A M P  O R G A N I Z E D  B Y  T H E
N O N  T E A C H I N G  S T A F F  O F  P R E S I D E N C Y
U N I V E R S I T Y

A b l ood  dona t i on  camp  was  o rgan i z ed  by
the  Non - t each ing  S ta f f  o f  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y  on  4 th  Sep t ember ,  2024 ,  w i tha
s t agger ing  number  o f  130  un i t s  o f  b l ood
be ing  dona t ed  by  donor s  c ompr i s i ng  o f
s tuden t s ,  t e a ch ing  and  non - t each ing  s t a f f
a l i k e .  The  even t  was  i naugura t ed  by  the
Hon ’b l e  V i c e  Chance l l o r  Pro f .  N i rma lya
Narayan  Chakrabor ty ,  f o l l owed  by  an
open ing  s ong  by  the  Non -Teach ing  S ta f f  o f
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y .  The  s tuden t s  o f
Depar tmen t  o f  Pe r f o rm ing  Ar t s  s t aged  a
po l i t i c a l  s a t i r e  t ha t  r e c e i v ed  r ave  r e sponse
f r om  the  aud i ence .  



T H E  I D E A  O F  A  U N I V E R S I T Y  (  P A R T  3  A N D  4 ) :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A S T R O P H Y S I C S

The  th i rd  i n s t a lmen t  o f  t h e  even t  was  he l d
on  4 th  s ep t ember ,  2024 .  Pro f .  Ma lab ika
Sarkar ' s  s em inar ,  "D i s so l v ing  Boundar i e s :
t he  Fu ture  o f  Un ive r s i t i e s  i n  21s t  Cen tu ry
Ind i a , "  emphas i z ed  the  need  f o r
i n t e rd i s c i p l i na ry  l e a rn ing  and  i nnova t i on
in  h ighe r  educa t i on .  She  advoca t ed  f o r
d i s s o l v ing  t r ad i t i ona l  a cademic
boundar i e s ,  embrac ing  t e chno l ogy ,  and
promot ing  s o c i a l  e qu i t y .  Pro f .  Sa rkar
addre s s ed  f und ing  cha l l enge s ,  p ropos ing
ph i l an th rop i c  s o l u t i on s  and  d raw ing  on
h i s t o r i c a l  e xamp l e s .  The  even t  c onc luded
wi th  a  f o cu s  on  a cademic  f r e edom and  the
fu tu re  r o l e  o f  un i ve r s i t i e s  i n  shap ing
Ind i a ' s  educa t i on  sy s t em .

The  f i na l  l e c tu r e  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  was
de l i v e r ed  by  Pro f .  Sabyasach i
Bha t t a charaya  on  11 th  Sep t ember ,
2024 .  Pro f .  Bha t t a charya ’ s
l e c tu r e ,  t i t l ed  "O f  L igh t ,  o f
L ibe r ty  and  o f  Learn ing , "
examine s  t he  d eve l opmen t  o f
modern  un ive r s i t i e s  i n  Europe
dur ing  pe r i od s  o f  s o c i a l  upheava l
and  the i r  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  Ind i a
dur ing  the  c o l on i a l  e r a .  He
exp l o r ed  two  phase s  i n  t he
evo lu t i on  o f  Ind i an  un ive r s i t i e s :
"G l oba l i z i ng  the  Loca l "  and
"Loca l i z i ng  the  G l oba l . "  The
l e c tu r e  a l s o  specu l a t e s  on  the
fu tu re  o f  t r ad i t i ona l  un i ve r s i t i e s
i n  t he  f a c e  o f  g l oba l  cha l l enge s ,
pa r t i cu l a r l y  t he  ex i s t en t i a l  c r i s i s
o f  a  l i v ab l e  p l ane t .



C O L L O Q U I U M S  A T  T H E
S C H O O L  O F  A S T R O P H Y S I C S

A co l l oqu ium  was  he l d  a t  t h e  Schoo l  o f
As t rophys i c s  on  18 th  Sep t ember ,  2024 .
The  speaker  o f  t h e  even t  was  Dr .
Dhrubo jyo t i  Sengup ta ,  Un ive r s i t y  o f
Mary l and ,  Ba l t imore  Coun ty ,  USA.
The  t a lk  exp l o r e s  t he  cha l l enge  o f
de t e c t i ng  ob s cured  Ac t i v e  Ga l a c t i c  Nuc l e i
(AGN) ,  wh i ch  con t r i bu t e  s i gn i f i c an t l y  t o
the  Cosmic  X- ray  Background  (CXB) .  

A  week ly  c o l l oqu ium  was  he l d  a t  t h e  Schoo l
o f  As t rophys i c s ,  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  on
25 th  Sep t ember  2024 ,  w i th  Dr .  Ta thaga ta
Saha  f r om  Le ibn i z  In s t i t u t e  f o r
As t rophys i c s  a s  t he  speaker .  H i s  t a l k ,  t i t l ed
"Morpho l ogy  o f  Acc re t i ng  Gas  i n  Ac t i v e
Ga lac t i c  Nuc l e i :  Heavy  Obscura t i on  and
Ex t r eme  Var i ab i l i t y , "  f o cu sed  on  the
cha l l enge s  i n  under s t and ing  ob s cured  AGNs
and  the  mechan i sms  d r i v i ng  the i r  e x t r eme
var i ab i l i t y .  

A  week ly  c o l l oqu ium  was  he l d  a t  t h e
Schoo l  o f  As t rophys i c s ,  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y ,  on  30 th  Oc tobe r  2024 .  Pro f .
Ami tabha  Lah i r i ,  Sen i o r  Pro f e s so r  a t  S .N .
Bose  Na t i ona l  Cen t r e  f o r  Bas i c  Sc i ence s ,
d e l i v e r ed  a  t a lk  on  the  h i s t o r i c a l  s o l a r
neu t r i no  p rob l em ,  a  l ong - s t and ing
d i s c r epancy  be tween  theo re t i c a l
p r ed i c t i on s  and  ob se rved  s o l a r  n eu t r i no
f l ux



A N N U A L  N E U R O S C I E N C E  C O L L O Q U I U M  :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  L I F E  S C I E N C E S

The  Depar tmen t  o f  L i f e  Sc i ence s  ho s t ed  the
Annua l  Neuro s c i ence  Co l l oqu ium  2024 ,
o rgan i z ed  by  the  Ind i an  Academy  o f
Neuro s c i ence ,  Ko lka ta  Chap t e r ,  a t  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y  on  Sep t ember  6 ,  2024 .  Pro f .  Kun ta l
Ghosh  f r om  the  Ind i an  S ta t i s t i c a l  In s t i t u t e
de l i v e r ed  the  keyno t e  l e c tu r e  on  "Cor t i c a l
Magn i f i c a t i on  Fac t o r  i n  t he  Re t i na l  B l i nd
Spo t . "  He  d i s cu s s ed  p sychophys i ca l  e xpe r imen t s
and  computa t i ona l  mode l s  t o  exp l o r e  how
in t r i n s i c  and  ex t r i n s i c  s t imu l i  a f f e c t  b l i nd
spo t s .  

D L S  C O L L O Q U I U M :  T I T L E  O F
T H E  T A L K :  A  T A L E  O F  T W O
D I S E A S E S :  C H R O N I C
P A N C R E A T I T I S  &  P A N C R E A T I C
C A N C E R

Dr .  S r ikan ta  Goswami ,  As soc i a t e  Pro f e s so r  a t
NIBMG,  Ka lyan i ,  d e l i v e r ed  a  l e c tu r e  t i t l ed  "A
Ta l e  o f  Two  D i s ea s e s :  Chron i c  Pancrea t i t i s  &
Pancrea t i c  Cance r , "  d i s cu s s i ng  h i s  r e s ea r ch  i n
cance r  mo l e cu l a r  b i o l ogy .  He  exp l a ined  how
chron i c  panc rea t i t i s  (CP) ,  cha rac t e r i z ed  by
progre s s i v e  i n f l ammat i on  l e ad ing  t o  panc rea t i c
de s t ruc t i on ,  i n c r ea s e s  t he  r i sk  o f  d eve l op ing
pancrea t i c  duc t a l  adenocarc inoma  (PDAC) ,  one
o f  t h e  mos t  aggre s s i v e  c ance r s  w i th  no  ea r l y
d i agnos t i c  marke r s .  

F I R S T  P L A N T  B I O L O G Y  S T U D Y
G R O U P  ( P B S G )  M E E T I N G
Fi r s t  P l an t  B i o l ogy  S tudy  Group  (PBSG)  mee t i ng
was  he l d  i n  t he  Depar tmen t  o f  L i f e  Sc i ence s ,
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y  on  12 .09 .2024 .  I t  was
a t t ended  by  12  r e s ea r che r s  work ing  i n  d i f f e r en t
a spec t s  o f  p l an t  i n  va r i ou s  Un ive r s i t i e s  and  co l l ege s
a round  Ko lka ta .



A P P L I C A T I O N  O F  A R T I F I C I A L
I N T E L L I G E N C E  I N  B I O L O G I C A L
S C I E N C E

S R I L E K H A  R A H A  M E M O R I A L
O R A T I O N  L E C T U R E  
The  Depar tmen t  o f  L i f e  Sc i ence s  o rgan i z ed  the
Sr i l ekha  Raha  Memor i a l  Ora t i on  i n  memory  o f  Dr .
Sr i l ekha  Raha ,  an  a l umna  o f  Pre s i d ency  Co l l ege
(Bo tany  Hons ,  1969-72 ) .  Dr .  D ipyaman  Gangu ly ,
Shan t i  Swarup  Bha tnagar  Awardee  (2022) ,
d e l i v e r ed  a  l e c tu r e  t i t l ed  "Cance r :  The  Sed i t i ou s
Con f l i c t  i n  Mu l t i c e l l u l a r i t y  and  The  Home land
Secur i t y . "  H i s  t a l k  exp l o r ed  cance r  b i o l ogy  f r om  an
evo lu t i onary  pe r spec t i v e ,  emphas i z i ng  the  r o l e  o f
immuno the rap i e s  wh i l e  que s t i on ing  the i r  un i ve r sa l
succe s s .  

DLS in  c o l l abo ra t i on  w i th  t he  INSA Ko lka ta  Chap t e r ,
ho s t ed  a  s ympos ium  on  "App l i c a t i on  o f  Ar t i f i c i a l
In t e l l i g ence  i n  B i o l og i ca l  Sc i ence "  on  Sep t ember  24 ,
2024 .  I t  i n t r oduced  s tuden t s  t o  AI ' s  c oncep t s ,  e th i ca l
c once rns ,  and  i t s  r o l e  i n  h ea l thca re .  Pro f .  Anupam Basu
d i s cu s s ed  AI ’ s  h i s t o ry  and  i t s  human  imp l i c a t i on s .  Dr .
Arpan  Pa l  e xp l a i ned  AI ’ s  u s e  i n  d i agnos ing  non -
commun i cab l e  d i s ea s e s  l i k e  hea r t  c ond i t i on s ,  wh i l e
Pro f .  Pra l ay  Mi t ra  f o cu sed  on  AI ’ s  c on t r i bu t i on s  t o
d rug  de l i v e ry ,  pa r t i cu l a r l y  f o r  c omp l ex  d i s ea s e s  l i k e
cance r .  The  even t  h i gh l i gh t ed  AI ' s  t r ans f o rma t i v e
po t en t i a l  wh i l e  s t r e s s i ng  the  impor t ance  o f  e th i ca l
c ons i de ra t i on s .

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  ‘ W O R L D
W I L D L I F E  W E E K ’  - 2 0 2 4
The  Depar tmen t  o f  L i f e  Sc i ence s ,
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  i n  c o l l abo ra t i on
w i th  N ikon  Ind i a ,  c e l eb ra t ed  Wor ld
Wi ld l i f e  Week  on  Oc tobe r  1 ,  2024 ,  w i th  a
sympos ium ,  pho tography  compe t i t i on ,  and
exh ib i t i on .  Es t e emed  speaker s ,  i n c l ud ing
Dr .  P iya l i  Cha t t opadhyay  S inha ,  Mr .  R ipon
B i swas ,  Mr .  Soumya j i t  Ma i t r a ,  and  Mr .
Ka l l o l  Mukher j e e ,  d e l i v e r ed  engag ing  t a lk s
on  zoo  managemen t ,  macro  pho tography ,
and  w i l d l i f e  c onse rva t i on .  H igh l i gh t s
i n c luded  a  v i r tua l  pho tography  exh ib i t i on
by  un ive r s i t y  f a cu l t y ,  d emons t ra t i on s  o f
N ikon ’ s  pho tograph i c  t oo l s ,  and  s tuden t
compe t i t i on s  on  themes  l i k e  “Urban
Wi ld l i f e ” .  The  even t  i n sp i r ed  pa r t i c i pan t s
f r om  ac ro s s  Wes t  Benga l ,  s u cce s s fu l l y
p romot ing  awarene s s  and  apprec i a t i on  f o r
na tu re ,  w i l d l i f e ,  and  conse rva t i on  e f f o r t s .



F R E G E ' S  P H I L O S O P H Y :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F
P H I L O S O P H Y

The  Depar tmen t  o f  Ph i l o sophy ,  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  o rgan i z ed  a  mon th ly  t a lk
on  3 rd  Oc tobe r ,  2024  on  Frege ' s  Ph i l o sophy  f ea tu r ing  two  d i s t i ngu i shed
speaker s ,  Pro f .  N i rma lya  Narayan  Chakrabor ty ,  V i c e -Chance l l o r  o f  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y ,  and  Pro f .  Pr i yambada  Sarkar ,  Former  Pro f e s so r  o f  Ph i l o sophy ,
Ca l cu t t a  Un ive r s i t y .  Pro f .  Chakrabor ty  d i s cu s s ed  Frege ' s  f ounda t i ona l  r o l e  i n
ana ly t i c  ph i l o sophy  and  i t s  s i gn i f i c ance  i n  under s t and ing  t r ends  i n  t he  ph i l o sophy
o f  l anguage .  Pro f .  Sa rkar  e l abo ra t ed  on  Frege ' s  no t i on s  o f  s en se  and  r e f e r ence ,
emphas i z i ng  the  p r i o r i t y  o f  s en se  i n  d eve l op ing  a  t heo ry  o f  mean ing .  The
engag ing  s e s s i on  addre s s ed  key  conce rns  abou t  Frege ' s  i d ea s ,  w i th  pa r t i c i pan t s
ac t i v e l y  i n t e rac t i ng  th rough  i n s i gh t fu l  que s t i on s .

M O N T H L Y  T A L K  ( S E P T E M B E R )  :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P H I L O S O P H Y

The  depar tmen t  o f  ph i l o sophy  o rgan i z ed  the  mon th l y
t a lk  on  25 th  o f  Sep t ember  2024  on  the  t op i c
“Genera l  In t r oduc t i on  t o  Vedas  and  Upan i shads” .
Pro f e s so r  N i rma lya  Narayan  Chakrabor ty ,
Honourab l e  V i c e  Chance l l o r  o f  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y  d e l i v e r ed  the  i naugura l  addre s s .
Pro f e s so r  Chakrabor ty  emphas i z ed  the  impor t ance
o f  Vedas  and  Upan i shads  and  the  p rac t i c a l
r e l evancy  o f  t h e  s c r i p tu r e s  f o r  e s t ab l i sh ing  a
ba l ance  and  mean ing fu l  l i f e  i n  t he  s o c i e t y .  The
speaker  o f  t h e  even t  was  Pro f e s so r  Soma  Basu  f r om
Depar tmen t  o f  Ved i c  S tud i e s ,  Rab indra  Bhara t i
Un ive r s i t y .  

Pro f e s so r  Basu  exp l a ined  a  gene ra l  unde r s t and ing  o f  Vedas ,  ‘ knowledge  pa r  exce l l ence ;  wh i ch  a r e  a  l a rge  body  o f
r e l i g i ou s  t ex t s  o r i g ina t i ng  i n  anc i en t  Ind i a .  Ved i c  l i t e r a tu r e  p r e - em inen t l y  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  wor sh ip  o f  va r i ou s
na tu ra l  phenomena  pe r son i f i ed  a s  d i f f e r en t  d e i t i e s .  Though  p ra i s i ng  the i r  d i v i ne  f o rm  was  the  p r ime  a im ,  t he r e  i s
none  deny ing  the  f a c t  t ha t  sub t l e  ob s e rva t i on  and  sharpnes s  o f  i n t e l l e c t  and  expe r i ence  f r om  da i l y  l i f e  l ed  t he
anc i en t  s e e r s  o f  t h e  man t ra s  t o  un fu r l  ba s i c  c oncep t s  o r  i d ea s  o f  Ph i l o sophy .  Ved i c  l i t e r a tu r e  c on ta in s  i s  no  doub t
s tupendous  and  a  r i ch  s t o r ehouse  o f  no t  on l y  ou r  pa s t  bu t  a l s o  o f  human  knowledge  sy s t em .  A  c e l eb ra t ed  s c i en t i s t
l i k e  t he  s t a tu r e  o f  no  o the r  t han  Dr .  Meghnad  Saha  d i d  a cknowledge  the  impor t ance  o f  t h e  Vedas  and  the  o the r
anc i en t  t ex t s  a s  exp l a ined  by  the  speaker  Pro f e s so r  Soma  Basu .



A Depar tmen ta l  Seminar  was  o rgan i z ed  a t  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f
Benga l i  t i t l ed ,  “Ka lpakah in i  O  Tar  Ar thabodh  :  Bhasha
Byabahare r  Ek  Abh inabha  Rup”  on  25 th  Sep t ember ,  2024 .
The  Honourab l e  V i c e  Chance l l o r  o f  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,
Pro f .  N i rma lya  Narayan  Chakrabor ty ,  d e l i v e r ed  the  l e c tu r e
and  the  aud i ence  was  v e ry  p l ea s ed  by  the  l e c tu r e .  In  t h i s
connec t i on  the  l e c tu r e  ha s  b een  f ru i t f u l  f o r  t he  s tuden t s  and
facu l t y  a l i k e  and  the  Depar tmen t  l o oks  f o rward  t o  o rgan i z e
more  o f  such  l e c tu r e s .

K A L P A K A H I N I  O  T A R  A R T H A B O D H  :
B H A S H A  B Y A B A H A R E R  E K  A B H I N A B H A  R U P :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  B E N G A L I



T A L K  O F  T H E  M O N T H :  S E P T E M B E R  &
O C T O B E R  :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E N G L I S H

The  Ta lk  o f  t h e  mon th  a t  t h e  Depar tmen t  o f
Eng l i sh  was  he l d  on  25 th  Sep tmeber ,  2024 .  s
Pro f .  (Dr . )  An indya  Sekhar  Purakayas tha ,
Schoo l  o f  Trans l a t i on  and  Cu l tu ra l  S tud i e s ,
In s t i t u t e  o f  Language  S tud i e s  and  Resea r ch
( ILSR) ,  Ko lka ta  was  the  r e sour s e  p e r son .   He
began  h i s  t a l k  w i th  an  i n t r oduc t i on  t o  t he
Frank fur t  Schoo l  o f  Marx i s t  C r i t i c i sm ,
f o cus ing  on  Theodor  Adorno ’ s  M in ima  Mora l i a
and  i t s  c ohe s i v e  t hemes .  He  r a i s ed  que s t i on s
abou t  c on f i n ing  i d ea s  t o  n ew  geograph i ca l
con t ex t s  and  h igh l i gh t ed  i n t e rwar
commona l i t i e s .  Emphas i z i ng  Adorno ’ s  c a l l  f o r
c r i t i c a l  t h i nk ing  and  r e s i s t ance  t o  no rms ,  h e
connec t ed  the s e  i d ea s  t o  Ind i an  t r ad i t i on s ,
d i s cu s s i ng  “Radha  Ta twa”  and  the  Ind i an
co l l e c t i v e  unconsc i ou s .  He  a l s o  addre s s ed  the
c r i s i s  i n  e l e c t o ra l  d emocracy  and  He idegger ’ s
c r i t i que  o f  d emocracy .  Conc lud ing  w i th  t he
no t i on  tha t  no  g rand  na r ra t i v e  c an  f u l l y  h ea l  a
damaged  l i f e ,  h e  p r e s en t ed  the  "Ph i l o sopher ’ s
SOS"  on  t oday ’ s  " s i nk ing  c i v i l i z a t i on , "  l e av ing
a  s t r ong  impac t  on  pa r t i c i pan t s .   

Oc t obe r ’ s  Ta lk  o f  t h e  mon th  a t  t h e  Depar tmen t
o f  Eng l i sh  was  he l d  on  3 rd  o c t obe r ,  2024 .
Prasan ta  Chakravar ty ,  As soc i a t e  Pro f e s so r  o f
Eng l i sh  a t  t h e  Un ive r s i t y  o f  De lh i  was  k ind
enough  t o  b e  t he  speaker .  In t r oduc ing  the
theme  o f  " s l ow ing  down ,  He  exp l o r ed  the
e tymo logy  o f  " l y r i c , "  c ompar ing  i t  w i th
"poe t ry "  and  emphas i z i ng  tha t  t h e s e  t e rms  l a ck
a  un ive r sa l  d e f i n i t i on .  He  then  de l v ed  i n t o  t he
e l emen t s  o f  l y r i c  poe t ry  and  connec t ed  them  t o
the  t heme  o f  d i s s en t  i n  l y r i c i sm .  Conc lud ing
wi th  an  ana l y s i s  o f  l y r i c a l i t y ’ s  f o rma l  a spec t s ,
h i s  t a l k  e a rned  en thus i a s t i c  app l ause .  The  t a lk
f o s t e r ed  l i v e l y  d i a l ogue  w i th  a t t endee s  f r om
wi th in  and  beyond  the  un i ve r s i t y .  



  P R O F . S A T A D R U  S E N  M E M O R I A L
L E C T U R E :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H I S T O R Y  

The  l e c tu r e  was  o rgan i z ed  by  the  H i s t o ry
Depar tmen t  on  4 th  Oc tobe r ,  2024 .  Pro f .
Lakshmi  Subraman ian  was  the  ma in
speaker  a t  t h e  even t .  The  l e c tu r e  exp l o r ed
c r i t i c a l  sh i f t s  i n  Ind i an  Ocean  s tud i e s ,
f o cu s ing  on  human  and  non -human
ac t i v i t i e s  b eyond  the  sho re  and  the
cha l l enge s  o f  s t udy ing  the  o c ean ' s  f l u i d
prope r t i e s .  I t  c r i t i qued  t r ad i t i ona l  mode l s ,
h i gh l i gh t i ng  the  o c ean  a s  a  c onnec t ed
mar i t ime  space  shaped  by  c o l on i a l  and
imper i a l  t r ans f o rma t i on s .  The  speaker
emphas i z ed  the  " spa t i a l  t u rn , "  ma t e r i a l i t y ,
and  the  agency  o f  non -human  ac t o r s ,
r e f e r enc ing  s cho l a r s  l i k e  Tamarra
Fernando  and  l i nk ing  the s e  i n s i gh t s  t o
c l ima t e  cha l l enge s .  Sa tadru  Sen ’ s  work  on
Andaman  pena l  s e t t l emen t s  was  d i s cu s s ed
to  s t r e s s  i n t e r -d i s c i p l i na ry  approache s  and
l o ca l i z ed  s tud i e s  o f  i s l ands ,  bay s ,  and
c reeks .  

P O L I T I C S  O F  H I S T O R Y  W R I T I N G  :  S O M E  R E F L E C T I O N S
F R O M  P A R T I T I O N  S T U D I E S /  H I S T O R Y  F O R  C H I L D R E N
I N I T I A T I V E S :  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  P O L I T I C A L  S C I E N C E

The  s em inar  “Po l i t i c s  o f  H i s t o ry  Wr i t i ng :
Re f l e c t i on s  f r om  Par t i t i on  S tud i e s /H i s t o ry
f o r  Ch i l d r en  In i t i a t i v e s”  by  Dr .  Anwesha
Dasgup ta  wh i ch  was  he l d  on  3 rd
Sep t ember ,  2024  exp l o r ed  the
po l i t i c i z a t i on  o f  h i s t o ry  i n  po s t -
i ndependence  Ind i a ,  h i gh l i gh t i ng  i t s  r o l e
i n  shap ing  new  i d en t i t i e s  l i k e  “New Ind i a”
and  “Hindu  Rash t ra . ”  Speaker s  d i s cu s s ed
how  h i s t o ry  i s  o f t en  i n f l u enced  by  the
po l i t i c a l  a c c ep tance  o r  r e j e c t i on  o f
na r ra t i v e s ,  emphas i z i ng  the  need  f o r
ve r i f i ab l e ,  t empora l l y  g rounded  f a c t s .  The
seminar  c a l l ed  f o r  h i s t o ry  wr i t i ng  tha t
f o s t e r s  c r i t i c a l  t h i nk ing  and  s en s i t i v i t y ,
pa r t i cu l a r l y  i n  ch i l d r en .  I t  no t ed  sh i f t s  i n
NCERT t ex tbooks  f r om  the  1960s '
i n f o rma t i v e  approach  t o  t he  more
ana ly t i c a l  and  i n c lu s i v e  f r amework
in t roduced  i n  t he  2005  upda t e .



T H E  C O M M O N  S O L U T I O N  S P A C E
O F  G E N E R A L  R E L A T I V I T Y  A N D
M O D E R N  C O S M O L O G Y :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  M A T H E M A T I C S

On  21s t  Oc tobe r ,  2024 ,  Dr .  Andron iko s
Pa l i a thanas i s  d e l i v e r ed  a  l e c tu r e  on  the
shared  s o l u t i on  space  o f  Genera l  Re l a t i v i t y
(GR)  and  Modern  Cosmo logy ,  f o cu s ing  on
ana ly t i c a l  s o l u t i on s  t o  unde r s t and  the
behav i o r  o f  d i f f e r en t i a l  e qua t i on s  i n  t he s e
f i e l d s .  He  d i s cu s s ed  s imp l e  t o  c omp l ex
so lu t i on s ,  emphas i z i ng  the i r  r o l e  i n
exp l a in ing  phenomena  l i k e  da rk  ene rgy  and
the  i n f l a t i onary  phase s  o f  t h e  un i ve r s e
us ing  v i ab l e  c o smo log i ca l  mode l s .  The
se s s i on  was  h igh ly  i n t e rac t i v e ,  w i th
par t i c i pan t s  engag ing  i n  d i s cu s s i on s ,
mak ing  i t  an  en r i ch ing  and  i n s i gh t fu l
expe r i ence  f o r  a l l  a t t endee s .

C A U S A L  A N A L Y S I S  O F  L O N D O N ' S  C Y C L E
H I G H W A Y D U C E  H E A V Y  T R A F F I C :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  S T A T I S T I C S

Dr .  Kaush ik  Jana ,  As s i s t an t  Pro f e s so r  a t
Ahmedabad  Un ive r s i t y ,  d e l i v e r ed  a  t a l k
t i t l ed  Causa l  Ana ly s i s  o f  London ’ s  Cyc l e
H ighway  t o  Reduce  Heavy  Tra f f i c  on
Oc tobe r  28 ,  2024 ,  a t  t h e  Pro f e s so r  An i l
Bha t t a charya  Memor i a l  Seminar  Room,
Depar tmen t  o f  S t a t i s t i c s .  Coord ina t ed  by
Dr .  Suman  Guha ,  t h e  s e s s i on  f o cu sed  on
Dr .  Jana ’ s  d eve l opmen t  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l
t oo l s  f o r  ana l y z ing  comp l ex  da t a .  A
fo rmer  po s tdoc t o ra l  r e s ea r che r  a t
Imper i a l  Co l l ege  London  and  Ph .D .
g radua t e  f r om  ISI  Ko lka ta ,  Dr .  Jana
emphas i z ed  app ly ing  s t a t i s t i c s  t o
p rac t i c a l  i s sue s ,  w i th  i n t e r e s t s  spann ing
env i r onmen t ,  c l ima t e  change ,  and  pub l i c
hea l th .  The  t a lk  p rov ided  i n s i gh t s  i n t o
the  impac t  o f  c y c l e  h i ghways  on  t r a f f i c
r educ t i on .



M O N T H L Y  C O L L O Q U I U M ,  C A R E E R
C O U N S E L L I N G  S E S S I O N ,  S C I - N E M A  :
I H S

Between  Sep t ember  and  Oc tobe r  2024 ,  IHS  hos t ed
th ree  c o l l oqu iums ,  a  c a r e e r  c ounse l i ng  s e s s i on ,  and
the  even t  Sc i -nema .  On  Sep t ember  11 ,  Dr .
D ipan j ana  Da t t a ,  Mo l e cu l a r  Gene t i c i s t  and  S ta t e
Coord ina to r  f o r  t h e  Organ i za t i on  o f  Rare  D i s ea s e ,
d e l i v e r ed  a  t a l k  on  "Prac t i c i ng  C l i n i c a l  Gene t i c s  a s
a  Sc i en t i s t , "  f o l l owed  by  an  i n t e rac t i v e  Q&A
ses s i on .  The  s ame  day ,  Sc i -nema  showcased  s i x
s tuden t - c r ea t ed  sho r t  f i lms  on  hea l th  and
env i r onmen ta l  i s sue s ,  app l auded  by  a t t endee s .
On  Sep t ember  18 ,  Dr .  Soumi t ra  Sau  f r om  Ami ty
Un ive r s i t y  d i s cu s s ed  "The  E lg1  Rep l i c a t i on  Fac t o r
C - l i k e  Comp l ex "  i n  a  c o l l oqu ium .  In  Oc tobe r ,  Dr .
Soham Chanda  (Co l o rado  S ta t e  Un ive r s i t y )  l e c tu r ed
on  "Ce l l u l a r  Mechan i sms  o f  Synapse  Deve l opmen t , "
wh i l e  Dr .  Sumi t  Kumar  H i ra  (Un ive r s i t y  o f
Burdwan)  p r e s en t ed  on  "Dendr i t i c  Ce l l  Therapy  t o
Coun t e r  Tumor  Evas i on . "

W O R K S H O P  O N  T H E
P R E P A R A T I O N  S T R A T E G Y  F O R
C R A C K I N G  C A T ,  I B P S ,  S S C  A N D
R R B ,  N T P C  :  L I B R A R Y  

A workshop  was  o rgan i z ed  by  the  Cen t ra l  L i b ra ry
on  26 th  Sep t ember ,  2024  f o r  a l l  a sp i r an t s  o f
compe t i t i v e  examina t i on s .  Mr .  Arun  Sharma ,  a
househo ld  anme  f o r  CAT a sp i r an t s ,  was  i nv i t ed  t o
be  t he  r e source  pe ro sn .  The  workshop  was  we l l
a t t ended  by  bo th  UG and  PG  s tuden t s  o f
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y  a s  we l l  a s  s t uden t s  f r om
o the r  un ive r s i t i e s ,  c o l l ege s  and  managemen t
in s t i t u t e s .  The  even t  was  w ide l y  apprec i a t ed  by
a l l  a t t endee s .



S .  R A Y  M E M O R I A L  L E C T U R E :
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  G E O L O G Y

The  Geo l og i ca l  In s t i t u t e ,  Depar tmen t  o f
Geo l ogy ,  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  ho s t ed  the
48 th  Pro f e s so r  S .  Ray  Memor i a l  Lec tu r e  on
6 th  Sep t ember  2024  a t  t h e  O ld  Lec tu re
Thea t r e .  Pro f .  J oyd ip  Mukhopadhyay  ( I ISER
Berhampur )  d e l i v e r ed  an  engag ing  t a lk  on
"Oxygena t i on  o f  A tmosphere  and  Hydro sphere :
C lue s  f r om  Archean  Rock  Record , "  f o cu s ing  on
Ear th ’ s  e a r l y  oxygena t i on  even t s  t h rough
pa l eo so l  s t ud i e s  o f  t h e  S inghbhum Cra ton  and
a tmospher i c  evo lu t i on .
The  o f f l i n e  even t  a t t r a c t ed  expe r t s ,  s t uden t s ,
and  en thus i a s t s ,  p rov id ing  an  i n t e rac t i v e
p l a t f o rm  f o r  l e a rn ing  and  ne twork ing .  The
Geo l og i ca l  In s t i t u t e  expre s s ed  g ra t i t ude  t o
Pro f .  Mukhopadhyay  and  a l l  a t t endee s ,
p romi s i ng  more  en r i ch ing  even t s  i n  t he  f u tu r e .

The  Geo l og i ca l  In s t i t u t e ,  Pre s i d ency
Un ive r s i t y ,  ho s t ed  an  i n sp i r i ng  l e c tu r e  t i t l ed
"Exp l o r i ng  An ta r c t i c a "  by  Pro f .  Sud ip t a
Sengup ta  f r om  Jadavpur  Un ive r s i t y  on  20 th
Sep t ember  2024  a t  t h e  P .C .  Maha l anob i s
Aud i t o r i um .  Pro f .  Sengup ta ,  t h e  f i r s t  Ind i an
f ema l e  s c i en t i s t  t o  pa r t i c i pa t e  i n  an  An ta r c t i c
exped i t i on  (1983) ,  sha red  cap t i va t i ng  i n s i gh t s
i n t o  An ta r c t i c a ' s  un i que  f e a tu r e s  and  r e s ea r ch
oppor tun i t i e s .
The  even t  a t t r a c t ed  s tuden t s  f r om  var i ou s
in s t i t u t i on s ,  c r ea t i ng  a  dynamic  a cademic
a tmosphere .  A t t endee s  were  d eep l y  engaged  by
her  expe r i ence s  and  knowledge .  The  Geo l og i ca l
In s t i t u t e  expre s s ed  g ra t i t ude  t o  Pro f .
Sengup ta  and  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Geo l ogy  f o r
suppor t i ng  th i s  succe s s fu l  even t  and  l ooks
f o rward  t o  f u tu r e  en r i ch ing  s e s s i on s .

E X P L O R I N G  A N T A R C T I C A



E V E N T S  O F  N S S
C E L L

C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  N S S
D A Y
On  NSS  Day  (24  Sep t ember  2024) ,  NSS  Ce l l
Un i t  1  o f  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  l e d  by  Dr .
Jayee t a  Deshmukh  f r om  the  Economic s
Depar tmen t ,  ho s t ed  p r e s en ta t i on s  on  c l e an l i n e s s .
Economic s  s t uden t s  Purba  Baner j e e ,  Shreyasee
Dasgup ta ,  Sumedha  Cha t t e r j e e ,  and  Ko l l o l i n i
Dey  h igh l i gh t ed  the  impor t ance  o f  ma in ta in ing  a
c l ean ,  su s t a i nab l e  env i r onmen t .  The
pre s en ta t i on s  emphas i z ed  c ommun i t y
co l l abo ra t i on  and  encouraged  you th
par t i c i pa t i on  i n  c l e an l i n e s s  e f f o r t s ,  s u ch  a s
r educ ing  p l a s t i c  was t e  and  j o i n ing  campa igns
l i k e  Swachh  Bhara t .  The  speeche s  a imed  t o
i n sp i r e  a  s en se  o f  p e r sona l  r e spons i b i l i t y  i n
keep ing  pub l i c  s pace s  a s  c l e an  a s  p r i va t e  one s ,
mo t i va t i ng  a c t i on  f o r  a  c l e ane r  f u tu r e .

N S S  V O L U N T E E R S  S U P P O R T
T H E  " D I W A L I  W I T H  M Y
B H A R A T "  C A M P A I G N  

As  par t  o f  t h e  "D iwa l i  w i th  MyBhara t "  c ampa ign ,
NSS  vo lun t e e r s  f r om  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y
o rgan i z ed  impac t fu l  i n i t i a t i v e s  f r om  Oc tobe r  27 -
30 ,  f o cu s ing  on  t r a f f i c  managemen t ,  marke t
c l ean l i n e s s ,  and  ho sp i t a l  pa t i en t  awarene s s .  In
Co l l ege  S t r e e t ,  t h ey  a s s i s t ed  t r a f f i c  au thor i t i e s ,
gu id ing  pede s t r i an s  and  manag ing  conges t i on  t o
improve  r oad  s a f e t y  dur ing  the  f e s t i v e  ru sh .
Vo lun t e e r s  a l s o  l ed  a  marke t  c l e an ing  d r i v e  a t
Barnopor i choy  Marke t ,  p romot ing  the  Swachh
Bhara t  m i s s i on .  A t  Ca l cu t t a  Med i ca l  Co l l ege ,  t h ey
organ i z ed  a  r a l l y  encourag ing  suppor t  f o r  ho sp i t a l
pa t i en t s  t h rough  dona t i on s  and  compan i onsh ip .
These  e f f o r t s  d emons t ra t ed  NSS ' s  c ommi tmen t  t o
commun i t y  we l f a r e ,  s a f e t y ,  and  compas s i on ,
sp r ead ing  D iwa l i ' s  s p i r i t  t h rough  c i v i c  a c t i on .



O R I E N T A T I O N  P R O G R A M M E
O N  S W A C H H A T A  H I  S E V A

E V E N T S  O F  N S S
C E L L

On  17 th  Sep t ember  2024 ,  t h e  NSS  Un i t  3  o f
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  Ko lka ta ,  o rgan i z ed  an
or i en ta t i on  p rogram  on  the  Swachh  Bhara t
Mi s s i on ,  l ed  by  Dr .  Pu ja  Roy  f r om  the  Depar tmen t
o f  L i f e  Sc i ence s .  The  even t  f o cu sed  on  sp r ead ing
awarene s s  abou t  c l e an l i n e s s  and  hyg i ene .  S tuden t s
par t i c i pa t ed  i n  d i s cu s s i on s ,  s em inar s  on  was t e
managemen t ,  and  su s t a inab l e  p rac t i c e s .  The
program  succe s s fu l l y  h i gh l i gh t ed  the  r o l e  o f
i nd i v i dua l s  and  commun i t i e s  i n  c on t r i bu t i ng  t o  a
c l eane r  Ind i a ,  r e i n f o r c i ng  the  un i ve r s i t y ' s
c ommi tmen t  t o  na t i ona l  c l e an l i n e s s  e f f o r t s .

S W A C H H A T A  H I  S E V A :
C L E A N L I N E S S  D R I V E

As  par t  o f  t h e  Swachh  Bhara t  M i s s i on  f r om  17 th
Sep t ember  t o  2nd  Oc tobe r  2024 ,  NSS  Un i t  2  o f
Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y ,  l e d  by  Dr .  Mery  B i swas
f r om  the  Depar tmen t  o f  Geography ,  o rgan i z ed
c l ean l i n e s s  d r i v e s  t o  p romote  hyg i ene .  H igh l i gh t s
i n c luded  a  Campus  C l ean l i n e s s  Campa ign ,  a  Hos t e l
C l ean l i n e s s  Dr i ve ,  and  two  impac t fu l  Commun i t y
C l ean ing  Dr ive s .  These  i n i t i a t i v e s  engaged
s tuden t s  i n  improv ing  bo th  un ive r s i t y  and  pub l i c
space s ,  emphas i z i ng  pe r sona l  r e spons i b i l i t y  and
ra i s i ng  commun i t y  awarene s s  abou t  c l e an l i n e s s .
The  even t s  were  h igh ly  succe s s fu l  i n  f o s t e r i ng  a
cu l tu r e  o f  hyg i ene  and  c l e an l i n e s s .



F R E S H E R ’ S  O R I E N T A T I O N
B Y  T H E  D E B A T E  S O C I E T Y

The  Deba t e  Soc i e t y  o f  Pre s i d ency  Un ive r s i t y
o rgan i z ed  a  v i b ran t  Fre she r ’ s  Or i en ta t i on  on
Sep t ember  19 ,  2024 ,  t o  i n t r oduce  newcomer s  t o
the  un ive r s i t y ’ s  r i ch  t r ad i t i on  o f  d eba t e  and
in t e l l e c tua l  engagemen t .  The  even t  h i gh l i gh t ed
the  l egacy  o f  f i gu re s  l i k e  Henry  V iv i an  Deroz i o
and  Nobe l  l au r ea t e  Amar tya  Sen ,  emphas i z i ng
deba t e  a s  a  p i l l a r  o f  c r i t i c a l  t h i nk ing ,  pub l i c
speak ing ,  and  con f i d ence -bu i l d i ng .
At t endee s  were  i n t r oduced  t o  va r i ou s  d eba t e
f o rma t s ,  f r om  Ox fo rd  and  Br i t i sh  Par l i amen ta ry
t o  t u rncoa t  and  ex t empore  s t y l e s .  The  s e s s i on
ce l eb ra t ed  the  s o c i e t y ’ s  p r e s t i g i ou s  h i s t o ry  and
in sp i r ed  f r e she r s  t o  upho ld  t he  un i ve r s i t y ’ s
t r ad i t i on  o f  e x ce l l ence  i n  d i s cour s e  and
in t e l l e c tua l  cu r i o s i t y .
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